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Project 2: Humans of New York-style Diptych: Interview + Photography  

 
Project Overview  
The Humans of New York photo series combines portraits of New Yorkers with quotes from 
interviews with them to illustrate the rich diversity and human spirit of New York. Richard Ross’ 
work, similarly, shows images of youth in detention often in combination with short quotes from 
them. Together the images and the voices of the ‘subject’ are meant to capture the humanity that 
we all share; these projects want to evoke in the viewer an empathetic response that allow us to 
consider the circumstances of people we might consider very different from ourselves. It provokes 
viewers to stop and think, possibly in very new ways, by creating an intimate portrayal of voice and 
image. 

This interdisciplinary project will utilize this method of voice + image by bringing together a 
sociological method (interviewing) with an artistic one (photography). Following upon the work of 
Brandon Stanton and Richard Ross, you will create a diptych of portrait + quote that makes an 
emotional connection with your viewer. 

You will begin by interviewing someone who has been directly or indirectly affected by 
incarceration.  Your interviewee could range from someone who has been or is currently 
incarcerated, a family member of an incarcerated person, or a guard or volunteer who works in a 
detention facility or prison -- or someone else entirely.  During or after the interview you will take 
images of your interviewee.  The final diptych will consist of your strongest or most evocative 
image coupled with an illustrative quote from the interview you conducted.  This will be printed and 
formally mounted.  In addition you will write a reflection piece on your blog about the process and 
experience. 

Like a formal piece of writing, the infographic, or most creative products, this project requires 
careful preparation. We will work in class to develop strategies for interviewing as well as setting up 
the photograph. On Tuesday, October 25, you must bring to class a written strategy for your 
interview (often called an interview guide) and for setting up your photograph. This strategy is, like 
we have already discussed in class, iterative -- writing up your ideas for this strategy will prompt 
revision and changes which should, in the end, improve the quality of your experience along with 
the final image and quote. 

A successful final diptych (photograph and quote) should: 1) create an emotional connection or 
response in the viewer; 2) illustrate a larger point or concern about incarceration in the United 
States; 3) employ photographic techniques discussed in this class to intentionally create the 
desired image (composition/rule of thirds; depth of field; lighting and image sharpness). The final 
reflection should be a carefully constructed 500 word composition that reflects on the process of 
creating the image and what the experience prompted in your own growth or learning. 
 



Note: if your photograph includes an identifiable image of your interviewee, you will need a photo 
release to allow us to display the image. Please make sure the photo release is signed and turn this 
in with your final project. 
 
Timeline: 

Step 1: Tuesday, October 11. Introduce project + learn technical aspects of the camera. Spend 
time this week looking through Humans of New York website or facebook page to get a sense for 
how Stanton pairs images and quotes. 

Step 2: Tuesday, October 18. Workshop with Richard Ross: how to interview & photograph 
subjects. If you’re having problems locating an interviewee please let us know by today so we can 
help you.  

Step 3: Tuesday, October 25. Bring interview guide to class today as well as a written strategy for 
capturing your image. The interview guide should include 4-6 questions, arranged in a productive 
manner (see handout -- Designing an Interview Guide). We will go over interview and photo session 
strategies in class. Please have interviewee selected and contacted, with a date set for your 
interview, by at least this point.  

Step: 4: Tuesday, November 1.  Interview and images completed by today. Select your top three 
images and quotes that you want to work with for this project, and bring them printed out (on 
regular paper) to class. In class we will work to select the most powerful images/quotes and you 
can get help you with technical considerations (e.g. editing image in Photoshop, setting up 
illustrator file, printing, mounting). 

Step 5: Tuesday, November 8.  Bring final printed/mounted image to class. Turn in with the 
interview guide, and top three images & quotes. Your final reflection is due on the blog today as 
well. 

 
Evaluation (worth 10% of your final grade): 

● The diptych creates an emotional connection or response in the viewer -- 25% 
● Technical photographic skills introduced in class are used in an intentional manner to 

produce an effective image -- 25% 
● The quote works with the image to capture a larger concern or point about incarceration in 

the United States -- 25% 
● Interview guide and photo strategy from October 25 -- 10% 
● The reflection is a carefully constructed composition that reflect on the process of creating 

the diptych and the artist’s own growth and learning --15% 
 


