
Step 1. Open Illustrator and make a new document.  The document should be either 12.5x18.5 or the �ip to be either 
vertical or horizontal in orientation.   Make sure the �le is CMYK.  Make sure your measurements are in inches.  
It should look like this:

Preparing to Make an Infographic in Illustrator
Step 2. Next familiarize yourself with the toolbar on the left side of the screen.  It holds the majority of the tools you’ll need to 
complete this project.  Let’s review a few tools.

Move tool (when you want to select or move a shape or photograph) 

Pen tool (used to make irregular shapes.  Can be used to outline a phptograph or 
sketch.) 

Curvature tool (used to round shapes make with the pen tool.)

Rectangle tool (This tool houses a bunch of premade shapes (regangles, circles, 
stars, squares.  By holding the shift key before you drag out the shape you’ll make a 
perfect circle or square.)

Fill color (When you make a shape you’ll have the option to �ll the color (aka pick a 
color that will appear inside the shape.  By double clicking the color you can select 
another color.  You also can select the          box to have no �ll.)

Stroke color (When you make a shape you’ll have the option to have a stroke 
around the shape  the color. By double clicking the stroke color you can select a 
speci�c hue.  You also can select the          box to have no �ll.  Also you can control 
the thickness of the stroke line.  Once the stroke is selected go to the top of your 
options bar and �nd this option:
Here you can change the line 
thickness and style.    

None (No �ll color or stroke color (depending on what is selected) will be 
generated if this is selected. 

Step 3. Start by making some shapes and �lling the shapes with a color.  Move the shapes around using the move tool.   
If a shape is selected you can:
A. rearrange the order of the shapes by going to  B. You can group the shapes together so they are a unit.  

C. lock (or unlock) an object to keep it in that exact location.  Step 4. In order become versed in using the pen tool.  I suggest �nding an image of a simple, yet irregular shape.  Pull 
the image from your internet browser into your illustrator template.  Select the pen tool and begin by outlining the 
shape.  When you click around the shape an anchor point is made. To delete your most recent anchor point click delete 
key.  To get out of the tool all together click the esc key. 

Step 5. After using the pen tool you can then switch to the curvature tool, in order to round out areas.  Do this by 
�nding the area you want to round and clicking and pulling the section.  The same techniques work with this tool as the 
pen tool in order to delete and anchor or get out of the tool. 


